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“Life is short, and the Art so long; the occasion fleeting; experience fallacious; and judgment difficult. The
physician must not only be prepared to do what is right himself, but also to make the patient, the attendants,
and the externals, cooperate.”
–attributed to Hippocrates, c. 400 B.C.E.

The award-winning author of How We Die and The Art of Aging, venerated physician Sherwin B. Nuland has
now written his most thoughtful and engaging book. The Uncertain Art is a superb collection of essays about
the vital mix of expertise, intuition, sound judgment, and pure chance that plays a part in a doctor’s practice
and life.

Drawing from history, the recent past, and his own life, Nuland weaves a tapestry of compelling stories in
which doctors have had to make decisions in the face of uncertainty. Topics include the primitive (and
sometimes illegal) procedures doctors once practiced with good intentions, such as grave robbing and
prescribing cocaine as an anesthetic (which resulted in a physician becoming America’s first cocaine addict);
the curious “cures” for irregularity touted by people from the ancient Egyptians to the cereal titan John
Harvey Kellogg and bodybuilder Charles Atlas; and healers grappling with today’s complex moral and
ethical quandaries, from cloning to gene therapy to the adoption of Eastern practices like acupuncture.

Nuland also recounts his most dramatic experiences in a forty-year medical career: the time he was called out
of the audience of a Broadway play to help a man having a heart attack (when no other doctor there would
respond), and how he formed a profound friendship with an unforgettable–and doomed–heart patient. Behind
these inspiring accounts always lie the mysteries of the human body and human nature, the manner in which
the ill can will themselves back to health and the odd and essential interactions between a body’s own
healing mechanisms and a doctor’s prescriptions.

Riveting and wise, amusing and heartrending, The Uncertain Art is Sherwin Nuland’s best work, gems from
a man who has spent his professional life acting in the face of ambiguity and sharing what he has learned.
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From reader reviews:

Dwight Case:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book The Uncertain Art: Thoughts on a Life
in Medicine. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Carlos Callahan:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Uncertain Art: Thoughts on a Life in Medicine.

Valerie Herrera:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
the actual book you have read is usually The Uncertain Art: Thoughts on a Life in Medicine.

Cathie Moss:

This The Uncertain Art: Thoughts on a Life in Medicine is brand new way for you who has interest to look
for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Uncertain Art: Thoughts on a Life
in Medicine can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with
knowledge.
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