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Gore Vidal has been entertaining, and occasionally outraging, the American public for fifty years. In the
course of his long career, Vidal has set new intellectual and artistic standards for American historical fiction
and has also established himself in the first rank of contemporary social satirists. This is the first full-length
study to include Vidal's most recent novels and the first designed to meet the needs of the general reader as
well as students of contemporary literature. It includes discussions of Lincoln, Empire, Hollywood, and Live
from Golgotha, as well as his earlier novels. Baker and Gibson show that while Vidal's novels are
tremendously entertaining, they are also serious examinations of a recurring theme—the decline of the West
in general and the decline of the United States in particular.

A biographical sketch of the writer precedes a general discussion of Vidal's early novels. Each of the
following chapters examines an individual novel, from Julian (1964) to Live from Golgotha (1992), with
special emphasis on artistic development and historical and intellectual context. To help the reader
understand the recurring themes in Vidal's fiction, Baker and Gibson group the novels by type. First are the
historical fictions, those of the ancient world (Julian, Creation), and the American Chronicles, Vidal's family
saga of the United States over the course of its history. Second are the social satires, what Vidal calls his
inventions, of which the best known is Myra Breckinridge. The discussion of each novel includes sections on
plot and character development, thematic issues, narrative style, and an alternative critical approach from
which to read the novel. A complete bibliography of Vidal's fiction, select bibliography of his other works,
and bibliography of reviews and criticism of the works examined complete the book and will be helpful to
students, librarians, and adult book discussion participants. This long-needed up-to-date study of Gore Vidal
is a key purchase by secondary school and public libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Benedict:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem
above. Every person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone
or something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Gore
Vidal: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). All type of book
would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Carlos Reese:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book Gore Vidal: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) was making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Gore Vidal: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Gore Vidal: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). You never experience lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Roger Alford:

This Gore Vidal: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) tend to be
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Gore Vidal: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can be among the great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that
maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Gore Vidal: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) giving you an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Greg Christenson:

This book untitled Gore Vidal: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can
order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your
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