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The ambitious goal of this book is to provide a new portrait of the social life and social structure of 17th-
century New England. The resulting synthesis dismantles conventional presentations of a homogenous,
Puritan New England in favor of one emphasizing difference, divergence, and even conflict over values and
behavior. Richard Archer investigates the political history of power, the intellectual history of religious
beliefs, the social history of the family, the economic history of systems of exchange, ethnic history, and
environmental history to display the many "fissures" that rent New England society from the very outset.

While he stresses the complexity of New England beliefs, economics, family life, and town and political life,
he also makes clear how the larger society -- far more complex and complicated than traditionally portrayed
-- nevertheless coalesced as a functioning social order. Chapters on Indians, religion, social structure, family
life, deviant behavior, the economy, and towns demonstrate that diversity and a common culture did in fact
coexist.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Burdette:

This Fissures in the Rock: New England in the Seventeenth Century (Revisiting New England) book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Fissures in the Rock: New England in the
Seventeenth Century (Revisiting New England) without we understand teach the one who studying it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Fissures in the Rock: New England in the
Seventeenth Century (Revisiting New England) can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Fissures in
the Rock: New England in the Seventeenth Century (Revisiting New England) having very good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Mark Spears:

This Fissures in the Rock: New England in the Seventeenth Century (Revisiting New England) are generally
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Fissures in the Rock:
New England in the Seventeenth Century (Revisiting New England) can be on the list of great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Fissures in the
Rock: New England in the Seventeenth Century (Revisiting New England) giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So
, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Anthony Martin:

Beside that Fissures in the Rock: New England in the Seventeenth Century (Revisiting New England) in
your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Fissures in the Rock: New England in the Seventeenth Century
(Revisiting New England) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have
book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss the item? Find this book and read it from right now!

Lauren Miner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know



that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Fissures in the Rock: New
England in the Seventeenth Century (Revisiting New England).
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