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The Gynaeciorum libri, the 'Books on [the diseases of] women,' a compendium of ancient and contemporary
texts on gynaecology, is the inspiration for this intensive exploration of the origins of a subfield of medicine.
This collection was first published in 1566, with a second edition in 1586/8 and a third, running to 1097 folio
pages, in 1597. While examining the origins of the compendium, Helen King here concentrates on its
reception, looking at a range of different uses of the book in the history of medicine from the sixteenth to the
nineteenth century. Looking at the competition and collaboration among different groups of men involved in
childbirth, and between men and women, she demonstrates that arguments about history were as important as
arguments about the merits of different designs of forceps. She focuses on the eighteenth century, when the
'man-midwife' William Smellie found his competence to practise challenged on the grounds of his allegedly
inadequate grasp of the history of medicine. In his lectures, Smellie remade the 'father of medicine',
Hippocrates, as the 'father of midwifery'. The close study of these texts results in a fresh perspective on
Thomas Laqueur's model of the defeat of the one-sex body in the eighteenth century, and on the origins of
gynaecology more generally. King argues that there were three occasions in the history of western medicine
on which it was claimed that women's difference from men was so extensive that they required a separate
branch of medicine: the fifth century BC, and the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries. By looking at all three
occasions together, and by tracing the links not only between ancient Greek ideas and their Renaissance
rediscovery, but also between the Renaissance compendium and its later owners, King analyzes how the
claim of female 'difference' was shaped by specific social and cultural conditions. "Midwifery, Obstetrics
and the Rise of Gynaecology" makes a genuine contribution not only to the history of medicine and its
subfield of gynaecology, but also to gender and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Cody Smith:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of
Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) has been making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication
Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book
Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World). You
never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Heidi Odom:

This Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World)
book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of
Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) without we comprehend teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Midwifery, Obstetrics and
the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) can bring whenever you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the
Early Modern World) having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Maria Huffman:

Often the book Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Valarie Chamberlin:

Exactly why? Because this Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology (Women and Gender in the
Early Modern World) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter
it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the



book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book?
If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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