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Is the United States "the land of equal opportunity" or is the playing field tilted in favor of those whose
parents are wealthy, well educated, and white? If family background is important in getting ahead, why? And
if the processes that transmit economic status from parent to child are unfair, could public policy address the
problem? Unequal Chances provides new answers to these questions by leading economists, sociologists,
biologists, behavioral geneticists, and philosophers.

New estimates show that intergenerational inequality in the United States is far greater than was previously
thought. Moreover, while the inheritance of wealth and the better schooling typically enjoyed by the children
of the well-to-do contribute to this process, these two standard explanations fail to explain the extent of
intergenerational status transmission. The genetic inheritance of IQ is even less important. Instead, parent-
offspring similarities in personality and behavior may play an important role. Race contributes to the process,
and the intergenerational mobility patterns of African Americans and European Americans differ
substantially.

Following the editors' introduction are chapters by Greg Duncan, Ariel Kalil, Susan E. Mayer, Robin Tepper,
and Monique R. Payne; Bhashkar Mazumder; David J. Harding, Christopher Jencks, Leonard M. Lopoo, and
Susan E. Mayer; Anders Björklund, Markus Jäntti, and Gary Solon; Tom Hertz; John C. Loehlin; Melissa
Osborne Groves; Marcus W. Feldman, Shuzhuo Li, Nan Li, Shripad Tuljapurkar, and Xiaoyi Jin; and Adam
Swift.
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From reader reviews:

James Vazquez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Unequal Chances: Family
Background and Economic Success. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Evelyn Looney:

The book Unequal Chances: Family Background and Economic Success has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after scanning this book.

Jerry Melgar:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Unequal Chances: Family Background and Economic Success can make you really feel more interested to
read.

Rebecca McGrew:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Unequal Chances:
Family Background and Economic Success.
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