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In the fourth century, the deserts of Egypt became the nerve center of aradical new movement, what we now
call monasticism. Groups of Christians-from illiterate peasants to learned intell ectuals-moved out to the
wastelands beyond the Nile Valley and, in the famous words of Saint Athanasius, made the desert a city. In
so doing, they captured the imagination of the ancient world. They forged techniques of prayer and
asceticism, of discipleship and spiritual direction, that have remained central to Christianity ever since.
Seeking to map the soul's long journey to God and plot out the subtle vagaries of the human heart, they
created and inspired texts that became classics of Western spirituality. These Desert Christians were also
brilliant storytellers, some of Christianity's finest. This book introduces the literature of early monasticism. It
examines all the best-known works, including Athanasius' Life of Antony, the Lives of Pachomius, and the
so-called Sayings of the Desert Fathers. Later chapters focus on two pioneers of monastic theology: Evagrius
Ponticus, the first great theoretician of Christian mysticism; and John Cassian, who brought Egyptian
monasticism to the Latin West. Along the way, readers are introduced to path-breaking discoveries-to new
texts and recent archeol ogical finds-that have revolutionized contemporary scholarship on monastic origins.
Included are fascinating snippets from papyri and from little-known Coptic, Syriac, and Ethiopic texts.
Interspersed in each chapter areillustrations, maps, and diagrams that help readers sort through the key texts
and the richly-textured world of early monasticism. Geared to a wide audience and written in clear, jargon-
free prose, Desert Christians offers the most comprehensive and accessible introduction to early
monasticism.
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From reader reviews:
Florence Lentz:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and natice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for awhile
isreading. Y ep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Desert Christians: An
Introduction to the Literature of Early Monasticism book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Olga Harrington:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthisaren't like that. This Desert Christians: An Introduction to the Literature of Early Monasticism
book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer involving Desert Christians: An Introduction to the Literature of Early Monasticism content conveys
prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different such asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Desert Christians: An Introduction to
the Literature of Early Monasticism is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Patricia Welling:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Desert
Christians: An Introduction to the Literature of Early Monasticism is kind of guide which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Helen Johnson:

This book untitled Desert Christians: An Introduction to the Literature of Early Monasticism to be one of
severa books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get alot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirementsto past this
guide from your list.
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