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Freemasons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias-why did millions of nineteenth-century American men belong
to these and other secret orders? In this engrossing study, Mark C. Carnes argues that fraternal rituals created
a fantasy world antithetical to prevailing religious practices, gender roles, and institutional structures,
offering a male religious counterculture that opposed an increasingly liberal and feminized Protestantism.
"[An] original and compelling study. . . . Making use of anthropology as well as social history, Carnes is
probably the first outsider to take these rituals seriously. . . . Playing the role of a graceful, controlling . . .
guide into these mysteries, Carnes slowly unveils his thesis, which itself has several layers of mystery."-
David Leverentz, New England Quarterly "An imaginative fusion of social and intellectual history. . . .
Carnes's work shows the true depth of nineteenth-century male sexual anxiety and hostility toward women.
In this compelling book, Carnes opens new approaches to the study of gender and helps us better understand
the reorientation of American culture at the turn of the century." -Donald Yacovone, Journal of American
History "This is an important monograph in the field of men's history. . . . This is ambitious
conceptualization-the book is a refreshingly bold statement. . . . I find most of its conclusions accurate."-
Peter N. Stearns, Journal of Ritual Studies "The breadth and thoroughness of this book is impressive. Carnes
draws on the literature of the time, religious history and theology, child rearing and developmental
psychology, women's history and gender studies, and structural and cultural anthropology."-Rosamund
Orde-Powlett, Literary Review
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Sheffield:

The book Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America will bring you to definitely the new experience
of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Donna Cancel:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian
America book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Secret Ritual and Manhood in
Victorian America as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Amanda Acuna:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to your account is Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America this book consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

William Hughes:

You can obtain this Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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