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This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free
scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1919
edition. Excerpt: ... THE MAYA The Maya of Central America and Southern Mexico developed
hieroglyphic writing, as found in inscriptions and codices dating apparently from about the beginning of the
Christian era, that ranks "probably as the foremost intellectual achievement of pre-Columbian times in the
New World." Maya number systems and chronology are remarkable for the extent of their early
development. Perhaps five or six centuries before the Hindus gave a systematic exposition of their decimal
number system with its zero and principle of local value, the Maya in the flatlands of Central America had
evolved systematically a vigesimal number system employing a zero and the principle of local value. In the
Maya number system found in the codices the ratio of increase of successive units was not 10, as in the
Hindu system; it was 20 in all positions except the third. That is, 20 units of the lowest order (kins, or days)
make one unit of the next higher order (uinals, or 20 days), 18 uinals make one unit of the third order (tun, or
360 days), 20 tuns make one unit of the fourth order (katun, or 7200 days), 20 katuns make one unit of the
fifth order (cycle, or 144,000 days) and finally, 20 cycles make 1 great cycle of 2,880,000 days. In Maya
codices we find symbols for 1 to 19, expressed by bars and dots. Each bar stands for 5 units, each dot for 1
unit. For instance, 12 4 5 7 19 The zero is represented by a symbol that looks roughly like a halfclosed eye.
In writing 20 the principle of local value enters. It is expressed by a dot placed over the symbol for zero. The
numbers are written vertically, the lowest order being assigned the lowest position. Accordingly, 37 was
expressed by the symbols for 17 (three bars and two dots) in the kin place, and one...
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From reader reviews:

Edward Rideout:

This A History of Mathematics book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific A
History of Mathematics without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry A History of Mathematics can bring if you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This A
History of Mathematics having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Rafael Brooks:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take A History of Mathematics as the daily resource
information.

Sharon Scott:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this A
History of Mathematics.

Thelma Cobb:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This A History of Mathematics is simple
to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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