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The second day's fighting at Gettysburg--the assault of the Army of Northern Virginia against the Army of
the Potomac on 2 July 1863--was probably the critical engagement of that decisive battle and, therefore,
among the most significant actions of the Civil War.

Harry Pfanz, a former historian at Gettysburg National Military Park, has written a definitive account of the
second day's brutal combat. He begins by introducing the men and units that were to do battle, analyzing the
strategic intentions of Lee and Meade as commanders of the opposing armies, and describing the
concentration of forces in the area around Gettysburg. He then examines the development of tactical plans
and the deployment of troops for the approaching battle. But the emphasis is on the fighting itself. Pfanz
provides a thorough account of the Confederates' smashing assaults -- at Devil's Den and Litle Round Top,
through the Wheatfield and the Peach Orchard, and against the Union center at Cemetery Ridge. He also
details the Union defense that eventually succeeded in beating back these assaults, depriving Lee's gallant
army of victory.

Pfanz analyzes decisions and events that have sparked debate for more than a century. In particular he
discusses factors underlying the Meade-Sickles controversy and the questions about Longstreet's delay in
attacking the Union left. The narrative is also enhanced by thirteen superb maps, more than eighty
illustrations, brief portraits of the leading commanders, and observations on artillery, weapons, and tactics
that will be of help even to knowledgeable readers.

Gettysburg--The Second Day is certain to become a Civil War classic. What makes the work so authoritative
is Pfanz' mastery of the Gettysburg literature and his unparalleled knowledge of the ground on which the
fighting occurred. His sources include the Official Records, regimental histories and personal reminiscences
from soldiers North and South, personal papers and diaries, newspaper files, and last -- but assuredly not
least -- the Gettysburg battlefield. Pfanz's career in the National Park Service included a ten-year assignment
as a park historian at Gettysburg. Without doubt, he knows the terrain of the battle as well as he knows the
battle itself.
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From reader reviews:

Christa Nisbet:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Gettysburg--The Second Day
(Civil War America) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Laura McLaughlin:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Gettysburg--The Second
Day (Civil War America) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Mark Malek:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Gettysburg--The Second Day (Civil War America) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Thomas Baxter:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Gettysburg--The Second Day (Civil War
America) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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