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In Writing After War, John Limon develops a theory of the relationship of war in general to literature in
general, in order to make sense of American literary history in particular. Applying the work of war theorists
Carl von Clausewitz and Elaine Scarry, John Limon argues that The Iliad inaugurates Western literature on
the failure of war to be duel-like, to have a beautiful form. War's failure is literature's justification.

American literary history is demarcated by wars, as if literary epochs, like the history of literature itself,
required bloodshed to commence. But in chapters on periods of literary history from realism, generally taken
to be a product of the Civil War, through modernism, usually assumed to be a prediction or result of the
Great War, up to postmodernism which followed World War II and spanned Vietnam, Limon argues that,
despite the looming presence of war in American history, the techniques that define these periods are
essentially ways of not writing war.

From James and Twain, through Fitzgerald, Faulkner, and even Hemingway, to Pynchon, our national
literary history is not hopelessly masculinist, Limon argues. Instead, it arrives naturally at Bobbie Ann
Mason and Maxine Hong Kingston. Kingston brings the discussion full circle: The Woman Warrior, like The
Iliad, appears to condemn the fall from duel to war that is literature's endless opening.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Calderon:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Writing after War:
American War Fiction from Realism to Postmodernism. All type of book is it possible to see on many
options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Mary Sylvester:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Writing after War: American War
Fiction from Realism to Postmodernism book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Writing
after War: American War Fiction from Realism to Postmodernism as good book not merely by the cover but
also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Nancy Jackson:

This Writing after War: American War Fiction from Realism to Postmodernism is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Writing after War: American War Fiction from Realism to Postmodernism in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you
world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Mary Logsdon:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Writing after War: American War Fiction from Realism to
Postmodernism was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit
of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book



that you wanted.
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