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Scare Tactics, the first book on the subject, provides a theory of the structure of reasoning used in fear and
threat appeal argumentation. Such arguments come under the heading of the argumentum ad baculum, the
`argument to the stick/club', traditionally treated as a fallacy in the logic textbooks. The new dialectical
theory is based on case studies of many interesting examples of the use of these arguments in advertising,
public relations, politics, international negotiations, and everyday argumentation on all kinds of subjects.
Many of these arguments are amusing, once you see the clever tactic used; others are scary. Some of the
arguments appear to be quite reasonable, while others are highly suspicious, or even outrageously fraudulent.
In addition to the examples taken from logic textbooks, other cases treated come from a variety of sources,
including political debates, legal arguments, and arguments from media sources, like magazine articles and
television ads. The purpose of this book is to explain how such arguments work as devices of persuasion, and
to develop a method for analyzing and evaluating their reasonable and fallacious uses in particular cases. The
book shows how such arguments share a common structure, revealing several distinctive forms of argument
nested within each other. Based on its account of this cognitive structure, the new dialectical theory presents
methods for identifying, analyzing, and evaluating these arguments, as they are used in specific cases.
The book is a scholarly contribution to argumentation theory. It is written in an accessible style, and uses
many colorful and provocative examples of fear and threat appeal arguments that are suitable for classroom
discussions. The matters treated will be of interest to professionals and students in law, critical thinking,
advertising, speech communication, informal logic, cognitive science, rhetoric, and media studies.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and
Threats (Argumentation Library). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important the book Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and Threats
(Argumentation Library). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Vera Forde:

The feeling that you get from Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and Threats (Argumentation
Library) is a more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to
Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having that Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library) instantly.

Phyllis Greenfield:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled Scare
Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library) the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and
Threats (Argumentation Library) giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Richard Chambers:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe
you answer could be Scare Tactics: Arguments that Appeal to Fear and Threats (Argumentation Library)



why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.
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