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The way we create and organize knowledge is the theme of From the Tree to the Labyrinth, a major
achievement by one of the world's foremost thinkers on language and interpretation. Umberto Eco begins by
arguing that our familiar system of classification by genus and species derives from the Neo-Platonist idea of
a "tree of knowledge." He then moves to the idea of the dictionary, which--like a tree whose trunk anchors a
great hierarchy of branching categories--orders knowledge into a matrix of definitions. In Eco's view,
though, the dictionary is too rigid: it turns knowledge into a closed system. A more flexible organizational
scheme is the encyclopedia, which--instead of resembling a tree with finite branches--offers a labyrinth of
never-ending pathways. Presenting knowledge as a network of interlinked relationships, the encyclopedia
sacrifices humankind's dream of possessing absolute knowledge, but in compensation we gain the freedom to
pursue an infinity of new connections and meanings.

Moving effortlessly from analyses of Aristotle and James Joyce to the philosophical difficulties of telling
dogs from cats, Eco demonstrates time and again his inimitable ability to bridge ancient, medieval, and
modern modes of thought. From the Tree to the Labyrinth is a brilliant illustration of Eco's longstanding
argument that problems of interpretation can be solved only in historical context.
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Graybill:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update themselves by
looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type
you should start with. This From the Tree to the Labyrinth: Historical Studies on the Sign and Interpretation
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Betty Sanchez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of
them is this From the Tree to the Labyrinth: Historical Studies on the Sign and Interpretation.

David Ramos:

The reason why? Because this From the Tree to the Labyrinth: Historical Studies on the Sign and
Interpretation is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book
in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jennifer Yost:

The book untitled From the Tree to the Labyrinth: Historical Studies on the Sign and Interpretation contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored
by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it.
Have a nice go through.
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