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The late sixteenth-century penal debt bond, which allowed an unsatisfied creditor to seize the body of his
debtor, set in motion a series of precedents that would shape the legal, philosophical, and moral issue of
property-in-person in England and America for centuries. Focusing on this historical juncture at which debt
litigation was not merely an aspect of society but seemed to engulf it completely, Of Bondage examines a
culture that understood money and the body of the borrower as comparable forms of property that impinged
on one another at the moment of default.

Amanda Bailey shows that the early modern theater, itself dependent on debt bonds, was well positioned to
stage the complex ethical issues raised by a system of forfeiture that registered as a bodily event. While plays
about debt like The Merchant of Venice and The Custom of the Country did not use the language of political
philosophy, they were artistically and financially invested in exploring freedom as a function of possession.
By revealing dramatic literature's heretofore unacknowledged contribution to the developing narrative of
possessed persons, Amanda Bailey not only deepens our understanding of creditor-debtor relations in the
period but also sheds new light on the conceptual conditions for the institutions of indentured servitude and
African slavery. Of Bondage is vital not only for students and scholars of English literature but also for those
interested in British and colonial legal history, the history of human rights, and the sociology of economics.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Farris:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just
their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need that Of Bondage: Debt, Property, and Personhood in
Early Modern England to read.

Dwight Case:

The reason why? Because this Of Bondage: Debt, Property, and Personhood in Early Modern England is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Charles Kinsella:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Of Bondage: Debt, Property, and Personhood
in Early Modern England guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Of Bondage: Debt,
Property, and Personhood in Early Modern England as good book not just by the cover but also by the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Raymond Floyd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Of Bondage: Debt, Property, and
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