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Chomsky showed that no description of natural language syntax would be adequate without some notion of
movement operations in a syntactic derivation. It now seems likely that such movement transformations are
formally simple operations, in which a single phrase is displaced from its original position within a phrase
marker, but after more than fifty years of generative theorizing, the mechanics of syntactic movement are
still murky and controversial. In Provocative Syntax, Phil Branigan examines the forces that drive syntactic
movement and offers a new synthetic model of the basic movement operation by reassembling in a novel
way isolated ideas that have been suggested elsewhere in the literature. The unifying concept is the operation
of provocation, which occurs in the course of feature valuation when certain probes seek a value for their
unvalued features by identifying a goal. Provocation forces the generation of a copy of the goal; the copy
originates outside the original phrase marker and must then be introduced into it. In this approach, movement
is not forced by the need for extra positions; extra positions are generated because movement is taking place.
After presenting the central proposal and showing its implementation in the analyses of various familiar
cases of syntactic movement, Branigan demonstrates the effects of provocation in a variety of inversion
constructions, examines interactions between head and phrasal provocation within the "left periphery" of
Germanic embedded clauses, and describes the details of chain formation and successive cyclic movement in
a provocation model.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Levey:

With other case, little people like to read book Provocative Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs). You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book
Provocative Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs). You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Lori McDonald:

The book Provocative Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book
Provocative Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Provocative Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) has simple shape nevertheless, you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it
is very wonderful.

Steven Perez:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the information as
well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When you looking at a
book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Provocative
Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs), you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Susan Larabee:

The book Provocative Syntax (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this book.
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