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The first classics in human history?the early works of literature, philosophy, and theology to which we have
returned throughout the ages?appeared in the middle centuries of the first millennium bce. The canonical
texts of the Hebrew scriptures, the philosophical writings of Plato and Aristotle, the Analects of Confucius
and the Daodejing, the Bhagavad Gita and the teachings of the Buddha?all of these works came down to us
from the compressed period of history that Karl Jaspers memorably named the Axial Age.

In The Axial Age and Its Consequences, Robert Bellah and Hans Joas make the bold claim that intellectual
sophistication itself was born worldwide during this critical time. Across Eurasia, a new self-reflective
attitude toward human existence emerged, and with it an awakening to the concept of transcendence. From
Axial Age thinkers we inherited a sense of the world as a place not just to experience but to investigate,
envision, and alter through human thought and action.

Bellah and Joas have assembled diverse scholars to guide us through this astonishing efflorescence of
religious and philosophical creativity. As they explore the varieties of theorizing that arose during the period,
they consider how these in turn led to utopian visions that brought with them the possibility of both societal
reform and repression. The roots of our continuing discourse on religion, secularization, inequality,
education, and the environment all lie in Axial Age developments. Understanding this transitional era, the
authors contend, is not just an academic project but a humanistic endeavor.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Kasten:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Axial Age and Its Consequences book is readable through you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with The
Axial Age and Its Consequences content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking The Axial Age and Its Consequences is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Terry Klatt:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the e-book untitled The Axial Age and Its Consequences can be fine book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Felix Smith:

Beside this specific The Axial Age and Its Consequences in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have The Axial Age and Its Consequences because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from today!

Cheri Adamo:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Axial Age and Its Consequences was vibrant
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Axial Age and Its Consequences has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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