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Mary, Mother of the Word, became an icon for excellent communication during the English Middle Ages.
This engaging work explores the literature that established Mary as headmistress of the liberal arts and
exemplar of perfected speech. Given England's rich and extended practices of Marian piety, Georgiana
Donavin focuses her research solely on English writers, from the Anglo-Saxon period through the Late
Middle Ages. In the writings of John of Garland, John of Howden, Chaucer, Gower, Lydgate, Margery
Kempe, and several anonymous lyricists and playwrights, Donavin illuminates Mary's position as the great
teacher of trivium studies and muse of various discourses.

Scribit Mater begins with a survey of medieval English representations of the Virgin Mary as awise and
studious woman. It demonstrates how diverse authors imagined the Virgin's holy speech to be the highest
sign of her wisdom. These authors venerated Mary as a Christian Lady Rhetorica because they were taught
to read and compose by studying Marian services and hymns, they heard Mary's mellifluous speech in
renderings of the Magnificat and other popular lyrics, or they saw the Virgin Birth as the purest articulation
of the Word. They appropriated Mary's rhetorical powersin many forms: in university textbooks teaching
students to imitate the Virgin's oratory, in meditations describing the Virgin's body as a holy grammar, in
short lyrics extolling the Virgin's beautiful voice, in long narrative verse seeking the Virgin's inspiration and
illumination, and more.

While Scribit Mater highlights different medieval English understandings of the Virgin's sapient eloquence
according to class, education, and gender, it demonstrates long-standing and widespread traditions
acknowledging and celebrating the Mother's verbal prowess.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Georgiana Donavin, professor of English at Westminster College, isthe author of Incest Narratives and the
Sructure of Gower's 'Confessio Amantis' and other essays on John Gower's poetry. Along with Eve
Salisbury and Merrall L. Price, she co-edited Domestic Violence in Medieval Texts. Sheis coeditor of the
series Disputatio, and her special projects for that series include Speculum Sermonis: Interdisciplinary
Reflections on the Medieval Sermon and Romance and Rhetoric: Essaysin Honour of Dhira B. Mahoney.
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From reader reviews:
Jerry Brock:

Here thing why that Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language Artsin the Literature of Medieval England are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining abook is good but it dependsin the content from it
which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language Artsin the
Literature of Medieval England giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no guide that similar with Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language Artsin the Literature
of Medieval England. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language Artsin the Literature of Medieval
England in e-book can be your alternative.

Christine Hook:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language
Artsin the Literature of Medieval England is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jacob Gray:

That publication can make you to fedl relax. This specific book Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language Arts
in the Literature of Medieval England was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language Artsin the Literature of Medieval England has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

K athleen Blackwood:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It isreferred to as of
book Scribit Mater: Mary and the Language Artsin the Literature of Medieval England. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It ismost crucia that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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