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Millions of people around the world today spend portions of their lives in online virtual worlds. Second Life
is one of the largest of these virtual worlds. The residents of Second Life create communities, buy property
and build homes, go to concerts, meet in bars, attend weddings and religious services, buy and sell virtual
goods and services, find friendship, fall in love--the possibilities are endless, and all encountered through a
computer screen. At the time of its initial publication in 2008, Coming of Age in Second Life was the first
book of anthropology to examine this thriving alternate universe.

Tom Boellstorff conducted more than two years of fieldwork in Second Life, living among and observing its
residents in exactly the same way anthropologists traditionally have done to learn about cultures and social
groups in the so-called real world. He conducted his research as the avatar "Tom Bukowski," and applied the
rigorous methods of anthropology to study many facets of this new frontier of human life, including issues of
gender, race, sex, money, conflict and antisocial behavior, the construction of place and time, and the
interplay of self and group.

Coming of Age in Second Life shows how virtual worlds can change ideas about identity and society.
Bringing anthropology into territory never before studied, this book demonstrates that in some ways humans
have always been virtual, and that virtual worlds in all their rich complexity build upon a human capacity for
culture that is as old as humanity itself. Now with a new preface in which the author places his book in light
of the most recent transformations in online culture, Coming of Age in Second Life remains the classic
ethnography of virtual worlds.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the
Virtually Human.

Maritza Berry:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for your requirements is Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human
this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book
suited all of you.

Peggy Gillman:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Coming of Age in Second
Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. Within this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human when you essential
it?
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