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Actor and singer Paul Robeson's performances in Othello, Show Boat, and The Emperor Jones made him
famous, but his midcentury appearances in support of causes ranging from labor and civil rights to
antilynching and American warmongering made him notorious. When Robeson announced at the 1949 Paris
Peace Conference that it was "unthinkable" for blacks to go to war against the Soviet Union, the mainstream
American press declared him insane. 
 
Notions of Communism, blackness, and insanity were interchangeably deployed during the Cold War to
discount activism such as Robeson's, just a part of an array of social and cultural practices that author Tony
Perucci calls the Cold War performance complex. Focusing on two key Robeson performances---the
concerts in Peekskill, New York, in 1949 and his appearance before the House Committee on Un-American
Activities in 1956---Perucci demonstrates how these performances and the government's response to them
are central to understanding the history of Cold War culture in the United States. His book provides a
transformative new perspective on how the struggle over the politics of performance in the 1950s was also a
domestic struggle over freedom and equality. The book closely examines both of these performance events
as well as artifacts from Cold War culture---including congressional documents, FBI files, foreign policy
papers, the popular literature on mental illness, and government propaganda films---to study the operation of
power and activism in American Cold War culture.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Hodges:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Paul Robeson and the Cold War Performance Complex:
Race, Madness, Activism (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) had been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Paul
Robeson and the Cold War Performance Complex: Race, Madness, Activism (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Paul Robeson and the Cold War Performance Complex: Race, Madness,
Activism (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Lisa Marsh:

This Paul Robeson and the Cold War Performance Complex: Race, Madness, Activism (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Paul
Robeson and the Cold War Performance Complex: Race, Madness, Activism (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Paul Robeson and the Cold War Performance Complex: Race, Madness,
Activism (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Paul
Robeson and the Cold War Performance Complex: Race, Madness, Activism (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Angela Kiefer:

This Paul Robeson and the Cold War Performance Complex: Race, Madness, Activism (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Paul Robeson and the
Cold War Performance Complex: Race, Madness, Activism (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) in your
hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?



Christopher Decker:

Beside this Paul Robeson and the Cold War Performance Complex: Race, Madness, Activism (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Paul Robeson
and the Cold War Performance Complex: Race, Madness, Activism (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also
read it from today!
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