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Asthe Dead Sea scrolls have changed our understanding of Judaism and early Christianity, so a set of
twenty-nine scrolls recently acquired by the British Library promise to provide awindow into a crucial phase
of the history of Buddhism in India. The fragmentary birch bark scrolls, which were found inside one of a set
of inscribed clay pots, are written in the Gandhari Prakrit language and in Kharosthi script. Dating from
around the beginning of the Christian era, the scrolls are probably the oldest Buddhist manuscripts ever
discovered.

The manuscripts and pots come from aregion known in ancient times as Gandhara, corresponding to modern
northern Pakistan and eastern Afghanistan. At the peak of itsinfluence, Gandhara was the capital of a series
of wealthy and powerful dynasties and became one of the world' s most important centers of Buddhism and
the gateway through which Buddhism was transmitted from India to China and other parts of Asia. Gandhara
was also aprincipal point of contact between India and the Western world. Despite abundant archeol ogical
evidence of Gandhara' s thriving culture, until now there has been virtually no documentary evidence of its
literary and religious canon.

This volume introduces a groundbreaking project to decipher and interpret the Gandhéran texts. It provides a
detailed description of the manuscripts and a survey of their contents, along with a preliminary evaluation of
their significance. Also included are representative samples of texts and translations.

This discovery sheds new light on the regional character of early Indian Buddhist traditions, the process of
the formation of standardized written canons, and the transmission of Buddhism into central and east Asia.
Ancient Buddhist Scrolls from Gandhara will appeal to a broad audience with interestsin Buddhism,
comparative religion, and Asian languages.

For more information go to the Early Buddhist Manuscript Project web site at http://www.ebmp.org/
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From reader reviews:
Ruth Beadley:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individua ? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because just
their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Ancient Buddhist Scrolls from
Gandhara: The British Library Kharosthi Fragments (Gandharan Buddhist Texts) to read.

Gregory Morrow:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in thisworld alwaystry to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them isthis Ancient Buddhist Scrolls from Gandhara: The British Library Kharosthi Fragments (Gandharan
Buddhist Texts).

Phillip Hicks:

Often the book Ancient Buddhist Scrolls from Gandhara: The British Library Kharosthi Fragments
(Gandharan Buddhist Texts) has alot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of
advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to
write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Kevin Caputo:

This Ancient Buddhist Scrolls from Gandhara: The British Library Kharosthi Fragments (Gandharan
Buddhist Texts) is new way for you who has interest to look for some information asit relief your hunger
info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in
reading this Ancient Buddhist Scrolls from Gandhara: The British Library Kharosthi Fragments (Gandharan
Buddhist Texts) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to
get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guideisthe
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. Y ou can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anindividual. So , don't missthis! Just read this e-book kind for your better



life aswell as knowledge.
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