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From the late nineteenth century until World War I, a group of Columbia University students gathered under
the mentorship of the renowned historian William Archibald Dunning (1857–1922). Known as the Dunning
School, these students wrote the first generation of state studies on the Reconstruction?volumes that
generally sympathized with white southerners, interpreted radical Reconstruction as a mean-spirited
usurpation of federal power, and cast the Republican Party as a coalition of carpetbaggers, freedmen,
scalawags, and former Unionists.

Edited by the award-winning historian John David Smith and J. Vincent Lowery, The Dunning School
focuses on this controversial group of historians and its scholarly output. Despite their methodological
limitations and racial bias, the Dunning historians' writings prefigured the sources and questions that later
historians of the Reconstruction would utilize and address. Many of their pioneering dissertations remain
important to ongoing debates on the broad meaning of the Civil War and Reconstruction and the evolution of
American historical scholarship.

This groundbreaking collection of original essays offers a fair and critical assessment of the Dunning School
that focuses on the group's purpose, the strengths and weaknesses of its constituents, and its legacy. Squaring
the past with the present, this important book also explores the evolution of historical interpretations over
time and illuminates the ways in which contemporary political, racial, and social questions shape historical
analyses.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Larsen:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Dunning School: Historians, Race,
and the Meaning of Reconstruction is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Ruth Goodrich:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and
the Meaning of Reconstruction is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Brandy Anderson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book The
Dunning School: Historians, Race, and the Meaning of Reconstruction. You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Ethel Swafford:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and the Meaning of Reconstruction when you essential it?
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