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Abraham Lincoln began his presidency admitting that he knew "little about ships," but he quickly came to
preside over the largest national armada to that time, not eclipsed until World War I. Written by prize-
winning historian Craig L. Symonds, Lincoln and His Admirals unveils an aspect of Lincoln's presidency
unexamined by historians until now, revealing how he managed the men who ran the naval side of the Civil
War, and how the activities of the Union Navy ultimately affected the course of history.

Beginning with a gripping account of the attempt to re-supply Fort Sumter--a comedy of errors that shows all
too clearly the fledgling president's inexperience--Symonds traces Lincoln's steady growth as a wartime
commander-in-chief. Absent a Secretary of Defense, he would eventually become de facto commander of
joint operations along the coast and on the rivers. That involved dealing with the men who ran the Navy: the
loyal but often cranky Navy Secretary Gideon Welles, the quiet and reliable David G. Farragut, the
flamboyant and unpredictable Charles Wilkes, the ambitious ordnance expert John Dahlgren, the well-
connected Samuel Phillips Lee, and the self-promoting and gregarious David Dixon Porter. Lincoln was
remarkably patient; he often postponed critical decisions until the momentum of events made the
consequences of those decisions evident. But Symonds also shows that Lincoln could act decisively.
Disappointed by the lethargy of his senior naval officers on the scene, he stepped in and personally directed
an amphibious assault on the Virginia coast, a successful operation that led to the capture of Norfolk. The
man who knew "little about ships" had transformed himself into one of the greatest naval strategists of his
age. A unique and riveting portrait of Lincoln and the admirals under his command, this book offers an
illuminating account of Lincoln and the nation at war. In the bicentennial year of Lincoln's birth, it offers a
memorable portrait of a side of his presidency often overlooked by historians.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Sanchez:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
various ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Lincoln and His Admirals, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Robert Hawkins:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is actually Lincoln and His Admirals.

Peggy Elmore:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Lincoln and His Admirals which is
having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Kimberly Lunceford:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Lincoln and His Admirals can give you a lot of
good friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to
be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Lincoln and His Admirals.
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