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Why go to church? What happens in church and why does it matter? The Empty Church presents fresh
answers to these questions by creating an interdisciplinary conversation between theater directors and
Christian theologians.

This original study expands church beyond the sanctuary and into life. Shannon Craigo-Snell emphasizes the
importance of liturgical worship in forming Christians as characters crafted by the texts of the Bible. This
formation includes shaping how Christians know, in ways that involve the intellect, emotions, body, and
will.

Each chapter brings a theater director into dialogue with a theologian, teasing out the ways performance
enriches hermeneutics, anthropology, and epistemology. Thinkers like Karl Barth, Peter Brook, Delores
Williams, and Bertolt Brecht are examined for their insights into theology, worship, and theater. The result
is a compelling depiction of church as performance of relationship with Jesus Christ, mediated by Scripture,
in hope of the Holy Spirit.

Liturgical worship, at its best, forms Christians in patterns of affections. This includes the cultivation of
emotion memories influenced by biblical narratives, as well as a repertoire of physical actions that evoke
particular affections. Liturgy also encourages Christians to step into various roles, enabling them to make
intellectual and volitional choices about what roles to take up in society. Through liturgical worship, the
author argues, Christians can be formed as people who hope, and therefore as people who live in expectation
of the presence and grace of God. This entails a discipline of emptiness that awaits and appreciates the Holy
Spirit. Church performance must therefore be provisional, ongoing, and open to further inspiration.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

The book The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book The Empty Church:
Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like open up and read a publication The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Geraldine Moreno:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily
Hope as your daily resource information.

Jacqueline Stalling:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your
account is The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope this e-book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Lowell Bohler:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book



that you wanted.
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