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The hieroglyphs of ancient Egypt have fascinated people for over three thousand years. In this engaging new
study, Penelope Wilson offers a wide ranging look at this ancient form of writing, touching on everything
from basic principles of translation to its broader function in Egyptian culture.
Sacred Signs illuminates the cultural significance of hieroglyphs, showing how it was used in monumental
art and as the rarified language of the gods. Wilson points out that the Egyptian word for pictorial writing
was "medu-netjer," which means "words of god." Hieroglyphs were an exalted mode of communication,
used to speak with the gods or to guide rulers in the afterlife (for instance, hieroglyphs might describe a set
of spells, rituals, and the route to the afterlife for use by the king or queen). Indeed, hieroglyphs differed
from everyday writing and the average Egyptian was unable to read them--only the elite were taught the
pictorial signs. Throughout the book, Wilson illuminates the writing system itself. We learn that hieroglyphs
can be read either left-to-right or right-to-left and that animals, birds, people, serpents, and fish were drawn
in profile, all facing the same way, so that readers would know which way to read the line. Also, individual
signs derived from everyday objects in the Egyptian world, so that learning hieroglyphs is not only a
linguistic exercise, but also an insightful introduction to Egyptian culture and daily life.
Written by an authority on hieroglyphics, Sacred Signs is the only book available that presents up-to-date
evidence in an accessible way, illuminating the function and importance of hieroglyphs within the
framework of ancient Egyptian culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Williams:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Sacred Signs: Hieroglyphs in Ancient Egypt (Very Short
Introductions) as your daily resource information.

Wendy Poston:

This book untitled Sacred Signs: Hieroglyphs in Ancient Egypt (Very Short Introductions) to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Phillip Vargas:

The actual book Sacred Signs: Hieroglyphs in Ancient Egypt (Very Short Introductions) will bring that you
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Sacred Signs: Hieroglyphs in Ancient Egypt
(Very Short Introductions) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Kyle Reese:

The book untitled Sacred Signs: Hieroglyphs in Ancient Egypt (Very Short Introductions) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous
author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.
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