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On a spring day in 1774, in western Massachusetts' Berkshire County, Pamela Dwight and Theodore
Sedgwick were married. Theodore--destined to become one of the Federalist party's leaders in the U.S.
Congress in the 1790s and later an influential judge on Massachusetts' highest court--was almost twenty-
eight, and three years a widower. Pamela, not quite twenty-one, was marrying Theodore Sedgwick over the
clearly stated objections of her widowed mother. In the course of her thirty-three-year marriage to Theodore,
Pamela gave birth to ten children, seven of whom--four sons and three daughters--survived to adulthood. All
but one of them would marry. The courtships, engagements, and marriages of the sons and daughters of
Theodore and Pamela are the subject of this book.

Kenslea's richly researched account of Sedgwicks in and out of love comprises three parts. In Part 1, he
examines Theodore and Pamela's marriage, characterized by Theodore's long absences and Pamela's
depression and mental illness. He also looks at the courtships and marriages of their three oldest children,
Eliza, Frances, and Theodore. These complex sets of relationships illuminate, among other things, the
changing perceptions of the parental role in matchmaking, the vulnerability of wives abused by husbands,
and the tenuous financial situation of widows in the early republic.

In Part 2, Kenslea turns to the Boston-based courtships of Harry and Robert Sedgwick, when the brothers
courted "the friendlies," a group of young women who taught them some important lessons, including the
difficulties of navigating the subtle rules of social etiquette among the Boston elite. Harry met his future wife
Jane among the friendlies. At the end of 1816, the two began a seven-month engagement, during which they
were separated but kept up a voluminous correspondence. Part 3 highlights this correspondence, which
shows a young couple envisioning for themselves a relationship of equals, despite the legal and cultural
impediments of the day.

Kenslea's epilogue considers Catharine Maria Sedgwick, the youngest sister and the best-known member of
this generation of Sedgwicks. Catharine's reflections on her single state, both published and private, enrich
this history of the married Sedgwicks by offering an early nineteenth-century alternative to the marriage plot.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Endsley:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for us. The book The Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship, Engagement, and
Marriage in the Early Republic had been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book The Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship,
Engagement, and Marriage in the Early Republic is not only giving you much more new information but also
to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try
to make relationship while using book The Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage in the
Early Republic. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jill Beery:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship, Engagement,
and Marriage in the Early Republic book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

John Threadgill:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage in the Early Republic your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get just before. The The Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage in
the Early Republic giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Marianne Stromain:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
your requirements is The Sedgwicks in Love: Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage in the Early Republic



this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this
book ideal all of you.
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