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Indian Removal was a process both physical and symbolic, accomplished not only at gunpoint but also
through language. In the Midwest, white settlers came to speak and write of Indians in the past tense, even
though they were still present. Winning the West with Words explores the ways nineteenth-century Anglo-
Americans used language, rhetoric, and narrative to claim cultural ownership of the region that comprises
present-day Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois.

Historian James Joseph Buss borrows from literary studies, geography, and anthropology to examine images
of stalwart pioneers and vanished Indians used by American settlers in portraying an empty landscape in
which they established farms, towns, and “civilized” governments. He demonstrates how this now-familiar
narrative came to replace a more complicated history of cooperation, adaptation, and violence between
peoples of different cultures.

Buss scrutinizes a wide range of sources—travel journals, captivity narratives, treaty council ceremonies,
settler petitions, artistic representations, newspaper editorials, late-nineteenth-century county histories, and
public celebrations such as regional fairs and centennial pageants and parades—to show how white
Americans used language, metaphor, and imagery to accomplish the symbolic removal of Native peoples
from the region south of the Great Lakes. Ultimately, he concludes that the popular image of the white
yeoman pioneer was employed to support powerful narratives about westward expansion, American
democracy, and unlimited national progress. Buss probes beneath this narrative of conquest to show the ways
Indians, far from being passive, participated in shaping historical memory—and often used Anglo-
Americans’ own words to subvert removal attempts.

By grounding his study in place rather than focusing on a single group of people, Buss goes beyond the
conventional uses of history, giving readers a new understanding not just of the history of the Midwest but of
the power of creation narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Inez Morales:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Winning the West with Words: Language and Conquest in
the Lower Great Lakes. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a new book Winning the West with Words: Language and Conquest in the Lower
Great Lakes. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this
era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Michael Pabon:

This Winning the West with Words: Language and Conquest in the Lower Great Lakes book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Winning the West with Words: Language and
Conquest in the Lower Great Lakes without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Winning the West with Words: Language and Conquest in the
Lower Great Lakes can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Winning the West with Words: Language
and Conquest in the Lower Great Lakes having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
sense uninterested in reading.

Debbie Allen:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Winning the West with Words: Language and
Conquest in the Lower Great Lakes why because the great cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Harold Young:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended to you personally is Winning the West with Words: Language and Conquest in the Lower
Great Lakes this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all
of you.
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