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Whitney Balliett's new book contains many of the shorter pieces he has done for The New Yorker during the
past ten years. (The pieces on the pianist Bill Evans and on the classic 1957 CBS television show, "The
Sound of Jazz," have not been published before.) Balliett gives brilliant final summings-up of many of the
irreplaceable musicians who died in the eighties, among them Count Basie, Earl Hines, Thelonious Monk,
Buddy Rich, Sarah Vaughan, and Cootie Williams. But he also offers penetrating assessements of young
turks like Michael Petrucciani, Warren Vache, Howard Alden, and Wynton Marsalis. Jazz is passing through
a recollective period, and Balliett takes long looks at the great Blue Note, Keynote, and Commodore reissue
programs, the new jazz repertory groups, and the ambitious and wayward Grove Dictionary of Jazz. He puts
his elegant glass on a Caribbean jazz cruise, on several different festivals, on the sad dissolution of the
marvelous Gene Bertoncini-Michael Moore duo, and on the strange career of Miles Davis. And he gives us
definitive essays on Bunny Berigan, Duke Ellington, John Hammond, Benny Goodman, Ben Webster, and
the early lyrical jazz writer Otis Ferguson. Jazz fans and jazz musicians read Balliett because of his
unrivalled ability to convey in words the very sound of their music. But people who don't know beans about
jazz read him simply to relish his elegant and beautiful prose.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Freeman:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
will want this Goodbyes and Other Messages: A Journal of Jazz, 1981-1990.

Jose Wilson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Goodbyes and Other Messages:
A Journal of Jazz, 1981-1990 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick Goodbyes and Other Messages: A Journal of Jazz, 1981-1990
become your starter.

Bridgett Killion:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Goodbyes and Other
Messages: A Journal of Jazz, 1981-1990 which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.

Sharon Keller:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This Goodbyes and Other Messages: A Journal of Jazz, 1981-1990
can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Goodbyes and Other Messages: A
Journal of Jazz, 1981-1990.
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