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Peter Burke follows up his magisterial Social History of Knowledge, picking up where the first volume left
off around 1750 at the publication of the French Encyclopédie and following the story through to Wikipedia.
Like the previous volume, it offers a social history (or a retrospective sociology of knowledge) in the sense
that it focuses not on individuals but on groups, institutions, collective practices and general trends.

The book is divided into 3 parts. The first argues that activities which appear to be timeless - gathering
knowledge, analysing, disseminating and employing it - are in fact time-bound and take different forms in
different periods and places. The second part tries to counter the tendency to write a triumphalist history of
the 'growth' of knowledge by discussing losses of knowledge and the price of specialization. The third part
offers geographical, sociological and chronological overviews, contrasting the experience of centres and
peripheries and arguing that each of the main trends of the period - professionalization, secularization,
nationalization, democratization, etc, coexisted and interacted with its opposite.

As ever, Peter Burke presents a breath-taking range of scholarship in prose of exemplary clarity and
accessibility. This highly anticipated second volume will be essential reading across the humanities and
social sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Wood:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Social History of
Knowledge II: From the Encyclopaedia to Wikipedia is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michael Canton:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title A Social History
of Knowledge II: From the Encyclopaedia to Wikipedia suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled A Social History of Knowledge II: From the
Encyclopaedia to Wikipediais the one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Doreen Looney:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The A Social
History of Knowledge II: From the Encyclopaedia to Wikipedia will give you new experience in reading a
book.

William Fields:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the A Social History of Knowledge II: From the Encyclopaedia to Wikipedia
when you required it?
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