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What is the fascination that decollation holds for us, as individuals and as a culture? Why does the idea make
us laugh and the act make us close our eyes? Losing Our Heads explores in both artistic and cultural contexts
the role of the chopped-off head. It asks why the practice of decapitation was once so widespread, why it has
diminished but not, as scenes from contemporary Iraq show, completely disappeared and why we find it so
peculiarly repulsive that we use it as a principal marker to separate ourselves from a more 'barbaric'or
'primitive' past? Although the topic is grim, Regina Janes's treatment and conclusions are neither grisly nor
gruesome, but continuously instructive about the ironies of humanity's cultural nature. Bringing to bear an
array of evidence, the book argues that the human ability to create meaning from the body motivates the
practice of decapitation, its diminution, the impossibility of its extirpation, and its continuing fascination.
Ranging from antiquity to the late nineteenth-century passion for Salome and John the Baptist, and from the
enlightenment to postcolonial Africa's challenge to the severed head as sign of barbarism, Losing Our Heads
opens new areas of investigation, enabling readers to understand the shock of decapitation and to see the
value in moving past shock to analysis. Written with penetrating wit and featuring striking illustrations, it is
sure to captivate anyone interested in his or her head.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Tarpley:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Losing Our Heads: Beheadings in
Literature and Culture. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Sam Stenger:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Losing Our Heads:
Beheadings in Literature and Culture to read.

Richard Broderick:

This Losing Our Heads: Beheadings in Literature and Culture is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Losing Our
Heads: Beheadings in Literature and Culture can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them
feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this
e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Michael Lockwood:

You will get this Losing Our Heads: Beheadings in Literature and Culture by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds
of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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